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Wonderfully Made and Completely Loved
There are some truths we need to hear throughout our lives:

God made you.
God knows you.

God loves you completely.

This week, our Year 1 students help us rediscover these
wonderful promises. Through the story of creation, Psalm

139 and Jesus welcoming the children, we are reminded that
every person is precious to God. Our world often measures

people by appearance, achievements, strength,
independence or usefulness. God sees us differently. God
looks at what he has made and says, “It is very good.” He

knows every part of our story and calls each of us by name.

In our Gospel reading, people bring children to Jesus. When
the disciples try to turn them away, Jesus says, “Let the

little children come to me.” Jesus takes the children into his
arms and blesses them. His welcome is also for you. You are

never too young or old, too weak, too imperfect or too
unimportant to receive his love.

When your strength feels small or your faith feels uncertain,
remember: your salvation does not depend on how tightly
you hold onto Jesus. It rests upon how firmly Jesus holds

you.

You are wonderfully made, completely loved and forever
safe in his hands.
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Everyday Relational Evangelism: 
What does it look like???

When we hear the word evangelism, many of us imagine having to explain
the whole Christian faith, knock on a stranger’s door, or persuade

someone to attend a special church event. 
For some people, that is enough to make evangelism feel intimidating.

But what if evangelism often begins somewhere much simpler?
What if it begins by turning up?

This last week for Book Week at St Paul’s Lutheran Primary School, 
I dressed as the hippopotamus from “There’s a Hippopotamus on Our

Roof Eating Cake”.  It involved an inflatable costume, a pink tutu, a large
cake and a willingness to look rather ridiculous!

The question could be asked: 
“How on earth is this part of the pastor’s role???
What does this have to do with evangelism??? 

I did not preach a sermon or hand out invitations to church. 
I simply joined in with something that mattered to the children, 

families and staff of our school community. 
I went to their event, entered their world and shared their joy.

 Yet that is an important part of everyday relational evangelism.         

Evangelism begins with presence
People are more likely to listen to us when they know that we have first listened to them. 

They are more likely to come to something important to us, when we have shown an interest 
in what is important to them. Genuine relationships grow as we spend time together, 

share experiences, offer help, laugh, listen and care.

Sometimes this is described as building “social capital.” I prefer to think of it as building relational trust.
This is not about pretending to care for someone so that we can eventually convince them to come to

church. Christian love is never a sales technique. We care because every person is created and loved by God.
We serve because Christ has first loved and served us.

Jesus did not remain distant from humanity. He came among us. He ate with people, entered their homes,
attended their gatherings, listened to their questions, shared their grief and noticed those whom others
overlooked. His presence communicated God’s love even before people fully understood who he was.
Our everyday presence can do something similar. When we attend a school event, help a neighbour, 

share a coffee, encourage a workmate, visit someone who is lonely or take time to listen, 
we become part of the way Christ’s love reaches into ordinary life.

From interests to deeper conversations
Most relationships begin with ordinary interests: sport, books, gardening, music, children, pets, food or the

never-ending question of whether a latte really is better than a flat white.
These conversations matter. They help us know one another.

As trust develops, conversations may move towards the things we value. We begin talking about family,
fairness, hope, grief, purpose, forgiveness or what helps us continue when life is difficult. 

These are precious moments. We do not need to rush them or force them into a rehearsed presentation. 
We can listen carefully and ask gentle questions: “What was that experience like for you?”;

“Why is that particularly important to you?”; “What gives you hope when life becomes difficult?”
Eventually, some conversations may naturally reach questions of faith and worldview: 

What do we believe about life? Where is God in suffering? 
Is there such a thing as forgiveness? What gives a person lasting hope?

This is where we may be able to share something of our own faith,
not as people who possess every answer, but as people who have been met by Jesus.



We might say, “My faith helps me because…” or, “One of the things I love about Jesus is…” 
Sometimes we might offer to pray. At another time, an invitation to worship, a Bible study, 

a church meal or a community event may feel natural rather than awkward.

Love makes the Gospel visible
In recent sermons, we have heard Jesus call his people the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 
Salt quietly influences what it touches. Light does not draw attention to itself; it allows people to see.

We have also reflected on offering our everyday lives to God and using the different gifts he has given us.
Evangelism is not limited to those who are confident speakers. 

Some people share Christ through hospitality. Others do it by listening, cooking, 
teaching, repairing, encouraging, visiting or noticing the person standing alone.

As Romans 13 reminds us, love fulfils what God desires for our relationships with one another. 
When our love is patient, practical and genuine, people may begin to glimpse 

the character of the One whose love has changed us.

Our actions cannot replace the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Eventually, the Gospel must be spoken. People need to hear that Jesus welcomes sinners, 

carries our guilt, defeats death and gives forgiveness, life and salvation as a gift. 
But our loving presence can help create the trust in which those words can be heard.

Not every encounter needs an invitation
The success of evangelism cannot be measured simply by how many people we bring to an event. 

We do not control what happens within another person’s heart. 

The Holy Spirit creates faith through the Gospel, and God is often working long before we recognise it.
Our calling is to be present, to love, to listen, to pray 

and to be ready to speak honestly about the hope we have in Christ.

Sometimes evangelism may look like a deep conversation about grief. 
Sometimes it may be a quiet prayer with someone who is struggling. 

Sometimes it may involve an invitation to church.
And sometimes it may look like a pastor dressed as a hippopotamus 

in a pink tutu, carrying a cake around the school.

By joining in Book Week, I shared in something important to our school community. 
Relationships were strengthened. Trust grew. We laughed together. 
In that sense, I earned some relational credit—not as a transaction, 
but as the natural fruit of being present and sharing life together. 

Perhaps, when a deeper conversation comes, that shared experience 
will help someone feel comfortable enough to talk, ask a question or accept an invitation.

Everyday relational evangelism is rarely spectacular. It is faithful presence, genuine friendship, attentive
listening and humble service. It is allowing the light of Christ to shine through our ordinary lives.

So, who could you spend time with this week? 
Whose interests could you take seriously? 

Where could you turn up, listen or lend a hand? 
And what gentle question might open the door to a deeper conversation?

You may be surprised by what God can do through something as simple as being there.



Wednesday   2nd September
6:30pm - 9:00pm



Tuesday, 8th September
@ 9am





https://lyq.org.au/events/replenish-womens-retreat/
https://www.trybooking.com/DKHGC?qr=true&qr=true


https://stpaulscaboolture.org.au/churchcamp/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScezbkxXySrm2jjGah4LV6uuzjbGWUvpgg9fLaIkO84Co0png/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117173717043920825610




Monday: Wonderfully Made
Psalm 139:13–14: “You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because

I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”
You are not an accident or an afterthought. God has known you from the very beginning. The psalm describes God
knitting us together, like someone carefully forming every stitch by hand. Our bodies change throughout life. We
may notice wrinkles, scars, weakness or things we can no longer do. Sometimes these changes can make us feel
less useful or less important. But our value has never depended on our appearance, strength or abilities. We are

valuable because God created us and calls us his own. You are still God’s wonderful creation. You are still someone
for whom Jesus died and rose again. Whatever today brings, you remain wonderfully made and completely loved.

What is one part of yourself or your life for which you can thank God?
How does it change your view of yourself to know that God made you with love?

Creator God, thank you for making me and knowing me completely. When I focus on my weaknesses, remind me
that I am your precious creation. Help me see myself and others through your loving eyes. Amen.

Faith in Action: Look at yourself in a mirror and say aloud: “God made me, God knows me, and God loves me.”

Tuesday: God Calls His Creation Good
Genesis 1:31: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”

When God looked at creation, he did not say, “That will do.” He said it was “very good.” God saw the light and
darkness, the land and sea, the plants and animals—and he saw humanity. God delighted in what he had made. Sin

has brought pain, brokenness and death into the world. Yet God has not abandoned his creation. In Jesus, God
entered this world to rescue and restore it. Jesus’ resurrection promises that suffering and death will not have the
final word. Even on difficult days, signs of God’s goodness remain: sunlight through a window, the sound of birds, a
kind word, a familiar song or the hand of someone who cares. These small gifts remind us that creation belongs to

God. One day, through Christ, God will make all things new.
What part of God’s creation brings you joy or peace?

Where have you noticed a small sign of God’s goodness recently?
Creator God, thank you for the world you have made. Open my eyes to notice your goodness around me today.

Give me hope in your promise to renew all things through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Faith in Action: Spend a few minutes noticing one part of creation—a flower, tree, bird or the sky—and thank God

for it.

Wednesday: There Is Room with Jesus
Mark 10:14: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such

as these.”
The disciples thought Jesus was too busy or important to be bothered by children. They tried to stop the families
from approaching him. Jesus responded firmly: “Let the little children come to me.” Jesus welcomed those whom

others overlooked. He did not merely allow the children to watch from a distance. He took them in his arms and
blessed them. We sometimes imagine barriers between ourselves and Jesus. We may think we have made too

many mistakes, our faith is too weak, or we do not know enough. We might wonder whether Jesus still has time for
us. But Jesus removes every barrier. He invites us to come as we are—with our needs, fears, questions and failures.

No one is too young or old, too weak or unimportant to receive his love. There is always room for you with Jesus.
What sometimes makes you feel distant from Jesus?

How does Jesus’ welcome of the children encourage you?
Lord Jesus, thank you for welcoming me. Remove the fears and doubts that keep me from coming close to you.

Hold me in your love and help me welcome others as you have welcomed me. Amen.
Faith in Action: Offer a warm greeting to someone who may feel unnoticed or alone.



Thursday: Jesus Holds You
John 10:28: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.”

We often speak about holding onto our faith. But there may be days when holding on feels difficult. Illness, grief,
anxiety or changes in our memory can leave us feeling spiritually weak. The good news is that our salvation does

not depend on how tightly we hold onto Jesus. It rests upon how firmly Jesus holds us. Jesus says that no one can
snatch his people out of his hand. Those hands welcomed and blessed children. They touched people who were

sick and broken. They were stretched out upon the cross to carry our sin. They are the risen Lord’s hands, holding
us securely. Your strength may change, but Christ’s strength does not. Your feelings may change, but Christ’s

promise remains. When you struggle to hold onto him, remember that he is holding onto you.
When have you especially needed to know that Jesus was holding you?

What worries would you like to place into his hands today?
Lord Jesus, thank you for holding me securely. When I feel weak or afraid, help me trust your strength rather

than my own. Keep me close to you today and always. Amen.
Faith in Action: Open your hands as you pray and name one worry that you are placing into Jesus’ care.

Friday: God Remembers Your Name
Isaiah 43:1 “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.”

Names are important. Hearing our name spoken reminds us that we are known and that we belong. There may be
times when we struggle to remember names, places or events. We may feel embarrassed or frustrated when

familiar details become difficult to recall. But even when our memories weaken, God’s memory does not.
God says, “I have summoned you by name; you are mine.” In baptism, God joined his name to ours. He welcomed

us into his family and promised us forgiveness and eternal life through Jesus. That promise does not grow old,
wear out or disappear when our circumstances change. God remembers every prayer, every tear and every part of
your story. More importantly, he remembers his promise to you. You are his beloved child, and your name is safe in

his heart.
What does it mean to you to hear God say, “You are mine”?

Which of God’s promises brings you comfort?
Faithful God, thank you for knowing me and calling me by name. When I feel forgotten or uncertain, remind me

that I belong to you. Keep me trusting in the promises you gave me in baptism. Amen.
Faith in Action: Use someone’s name as you speak to them today, reminding them through your attention that they

are known and valued.

Saturday: Created to Share God’s Love
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.”

God calls us his handiwork—something lovingly and purposefully made. We are not saved because of the good
things we do. We are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus. Good works do not earn God’s love; they flow
from the love we have already received. We may sometimes believe that serving God requires great strength or

impressive abilities. But even small acts can carry God’s love. A gentle word can encourage someone. A smile can
welcome a person who feels alone. A prayer can place someone into God’s care. Patient listening can remind

another person that their story matters. Whatever our age or ability, God can continue to work through us. As long
as we live, we can receive Christ’s love and share that love with others. You are God’s handiwork. God is not

finished working in you or through you.
What gifts has God given you to encourage others?

What small act of love could you offer someone today?
Loving God, thank you for saving me by your grace. Use my words, prayers and actions to share your love with

others. Show me one small way I can serve someone today. Amen.
Faith in Action: Encourage one person today with a kind word, a short note or a simple prayer.







Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Eileen Lattimer, Ross Krieg, Wendy Riekstins, Ann Diment,
John Smout, Dianne Kleidon, Gwen Horsfield, Robert Keller, Jan Maroske, 
Val Siegle, Sean Giblin, Ann De Berg, Leslie Smith

 www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au            www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

Watch over your church, Lord, with your constant mercy,
because without your support we would fall.

Keep us from what might hurt us,
and lead us to what is good for us.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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