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How Does a Tree Grow in a Cliff?

Have you ever noticed a tree growing from the side of a
cliff and wondered, "How did it get there?"

At first glance, it seems impossible. Solid rock shouldn't
be able to sustain life. Yet over many years, leaves,
seeds, rain, and time slowly formed enough soil for

something extraordinary to grow.

Jesus' Parable of the Sower reminds us that God 
often works in much the same way.

This week we hear God's wonderful promise from Isaiah
that His Word never returns empty. Even when we can't

see what He is doing, God is quietly at work—
softening hearts, creating faith, strengthening hope, 

and bringing life where we least expect it.

Perhaps you've wondered whether your prayers matter,
whether your Bible reading is making a difference, or

whether God is still working in someone you love. 

This weeks message and daily devotions invite you 
to discover again the quiet, faithful work of God 

through His living Word.

Why not take just a few minutes each day this week to
read, reflect, pray, and listen. You may discover that
while you've been looking for the harvest, God has

already been preparing the soil.

After all, if God can grow a tree in a cliff… imagine what
He can grow in you.

The Sower
        Never Wastes

          a Seed
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Monday:God Never Wastes His Word
Isaiah 55:10–11: ”So is my word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will

accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it."
Our world measures success by what can be seen. Yet God's kingdom often grows quietly beneath the
surface. Isaiah compares God's Word to rain that waters the earth. Long before new shoots appear,
seeds are absorbing moisture, roots are stretching, and life is beginning. So it is with God's Word.
Every time we hear Scripture, gather for worship, or receive God's promises, He is at work—even when
we cannot yet see the results. Perhaps you've prayed for someone for years without seeing change, or
faithfully read God's Word while wondering if anything is happening. Isaiah reminds us to trust God's
promise rather than our observations. His Word is never wasted. It always accomplishes His gracious
purpose.
When have you recognised God's work only in hindsight?
How does God's promise encourage you to keep praying and trusting?

Lord Jesus, thank You that Your Word is living and active. Help me trust that You are working even
when I cannot see immediate results. Strengthen my faith and teach me to wait patiently for the

harvest You are preparing. Amen.
Faith in Action: Read today's passage slowly and ask, "Lord, what seed are You planting in me today?"

Tuesday: The Sower Never Stops Sowing
Matthew 13:3–9

The farmer in Jesus' parable scatters seed generously—on paths, rocks, weeds and good soil. At first it
seems wasteful. But Jesus wants us to see the heart of the Sower. God does not wait until our lives are
perfectly prepared before speaking His Word. He comes to anxious hearts, broken lives, doubting
minds, and wandering souls. He keeps sowing because He never gives up on His people. That is good
news for us. If God waited until we were ready, none of us would hear His voice. Instead, He meets us
exactly where we are with His grace.
Where do you most need to hear God's Word today?
How have you experienced God's patient pursuit in your own life?

Father, thank You for never giving up on me. Continue to sow Your Word into my life and shape me
by Your grace. Help me to reflect Your patience and love to others. Amen.

Faith in Action: Encourage one person today with a message reminding them that God has not
forgotten them.

Wednesday: Soil Takes Time
Romans 8:5–11

A tree growing from a cliff reminds us that good soil takes time to form. Leaves fall, plants decay, dust
gathers, and rain slowly creates the conditions for life. The Holy Spirit often works in much the same
way. We may long for instant growth, but God patiently shapes us through His Word, through worship,
through joys and disappointments, and through everyday faithfulness. Growth is often slow—but slow
growth is still growth. The Spirit has not finished His work in you.
Where can you see God patiently shaping your faith?
How does knowing that the Holy Spirit works over time encourage you?
Holy Spirit, continue Your quiet work within me. Give me patience to trust Your timing and shape me

more into the likeness of Christ each day. Amen.
Faith in Action: Spend ten quiet minutes today reading God's Word without rushing.
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Thursday: Even the Weeds Can Become Soil
Romans 8:28: ”We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him."

Farmers know weeds must be removed, but once they decompose they become compost that
enriches the soil. God never calls evil good, and suffering is never something to celebrate. Yet in His
grace He is able to redeem what once caused pain. Many Christians can look back and see that
disappointment deepened compassion, grief strengthened faith, or failure taught humility. God
does not waste difficult seasons. In Christ, even painful experiences can become places where new
life begins.
Where have you seen God bring growth through hardship?
What difficult situation are you asking God to redeem today?

Gracious God, thank You that nothing is beyond Your redeeming love. Bring healing where I still
carry pain, and use even my difficult experiences to reveal Your grace. Amen.

Faith in Action: Reach out to someone who is struggling and remind them that God is with them.

Friday: No Condemnation
Romans 8:1–4

Jesus' parable may leave us asking, "What kind of soil am I?" Some days our hearts feel hard,
distracted or shallow. If our hope rested on the quality of our soil, we would all despair. Paul directs
our eyes away from ourselves and onto Christ: "There is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.” Our confidence rests not in the strength of our faith, but in the strength of our
Saviour. Jesus died and rose again so that we might be forgiven, renewed and set free. His grace,
not our performance, is the foundation of our hope.
What voices of condemnation do you need to surrender to Christ?
How does Romans 8:1 bring peace to your heart today?

Lord Jesus, thank You that there is no condemnation for those who belong to You. Help me live
each day in the freedom, confidence and joy of Your forgiveness. Amen.

Faith in Action: Whenever guilt or fear arises today, repeat aloud: "There is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus."

Saturday: A Harvest Beyond What We Can See
Isaiah 55:12–13

Isaiah ends with joy as creation celebrates God's saving work. Mountains sing and trees clap their
hands because God is bringing His purposes to completion. We often want immediate results, but
God works with eternal perspective. A conversation, a prayer, a simple act of kindness, or a verse
shared may become part of a harvest we will never fully see. The tree growing from the cliff
reminds us that much happens long before anyone notices the miracle. So it is with God's kingdom.
Keep trusting. Keep praying. Keep sowing. God's Word never returns empty.
Where is God calling you simply to remain faithful?
What seed might God be asking you to sow this week?
Faithful Father, thank You for allowing me to share in Your work. Help me sow seeds of kindness,
truth and hope, trusting that You alone bring the harvest. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Faith in Action: Share one word of encouragement or one Bible promise with someone this week.



...   Hermannsburg General Store   ...
The Finke River Mission general store is an integral part of the Hermannsburg
community. It provides employment, and its staff take an active role in local
activities, assist in interpreting documents and offer encouragement, sympathy and
Christian support when needed. Hermannsburg is situated 130 kilometres west of
Alice Springs on the banks of the Finke River and is home to approximately 800
Western Arrarnta people.















                                                 

Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Paul King; Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Eileen Lattimer, Russell Wuersching; Ross Krieg; 
Wendy Riekstins; Ann Diment; John Smout; Dianne Kleidon;
Gwen Horsfield, Robert Keller; Jan Maroske, Val Siegle,
Sean Giblin (refer inside bulletin for details)
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St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

Lord God, everything is in your care.

Put away from us all things that are harmful,

and give us whatever is profitable for us.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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