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Next Week
Sunday 23rd August

Bribie Island  @ 8am
Caboolture  @ 9am

Wednesday 24th August 
Aged Care @10am

This Week 
Sunday 16th August

Caboolture  @ 9am
Monday, 17th August

Aged Care @ 10am

Upcoming Worship Service 
Times @ St Paul’s

Romans 12:1-8
Matt 16:13-20

Romans 11:1-2,29-32
Matthew 15:10-28

12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

16/08/2026

C A B O O L T U R E  A N D  B R I B I E  I S L A N D

SUNDAY

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

You are salt. You are light.

But what happens when you don’t feel very
bright? What about the days when faith feels

small, patience runs thin, or you become painfully
aware of the ways you have failed to love?

This week’s daily devotions take us deeper into
Jesus’ words from Matthew 5 and Paul’s reminder

in Ephesians 5: “Now you are light in the Lord.”
Each day explores what it means to live as salt

and light—not by trying harder to earn God’s love,
but by beginning again with what Christ has

already done for us. We will reflect on
forgiveness, staying connected to Jesus, putting

on love, and trusting God to work through the
small and ordinary things we do.

Take a few minutes each day this week to read,
reflect and pray.

You may discover that being salt and light is not
about doing something spectacular.

Sometimes it is simply allowing the love you have
received from Jesus to shine into the life of the

person right beside you.



Morning Tea
Venue change -

 details to be advised

8  September
9:00am

th



https://stpaulscaboolture.org.au/bookofreports/


27  August   1:30pmth

3rd Sep
 9:30am



https://lyq.org.au/events/replenish-womens-retreat/


https://stpaulscaboolture.org.au/churchcamp/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScezbkxXySrm2jjGah4LV6uuzjbGWUvpgg9fLaIkO84Co0png/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117173717043920825610


These are the languages of God’s people in the centre, and they
carry the good news to the hearts of his children. Across Central
Australia, new believers are being baptised and growing in faith.
Dozens have received baptism and confirmation, with many in

bush communities. God is clearly at work, calling, gathering and
renewing his people. Stories like these are why Finke River

Mission continues to train and support its pastors and support
workers. FRM’s been doing the same for close to 150 years, since
humble beginnings in the 1870s. But we’re up against a growing
challenge. Finke River Mission receives no ongoing government

or denominational funding. Everything we do, from training
Indigenous pastors and evangelists to visiting remote

communities and running bush Bible courses, is sustained by
donations and prayer. Right now, that support is under strain.

Expenses are increasing faster than giving, and without an uplift
in regular donations, we will need to reduce travel, postpone

training visits or slow the translation work that keeps God’s word
alive in local languages. Today, 12 Aboriginal Lutheran pastors

serve more than 36 communities in the 5 main central Australian
language areas. We can only continue this good work with your

help. We are deeply thankful for all who already give so faithfully.
But the reality is simple: without increased financial support, the

work of Finke River Mission cannot continue at its current
strength. If you have ever prayed for the people of the Centre,
read these stories with joy, or felt moved by the faith of those

who serve here, please consider making a donation today.

‘WE ARE IN THE LORD’S SERVICE’
Under a vast desert sky, stories of faith are still being told.

 Around campfires and under tin-roofed shelters, voices rise in prayer
 and song - in Arrarnta, Anmatyerr, Alyawarr, Luritja and Pitjantjatjara



Wednesday   2  Septembernd

6:30pm - 9:00pm



https://www.refugeesponsorship.org.au/


https://www.trybooking.com/DKHGC?qr=true&qr=true




Monday: You Are
Matthew 5:13–14: “You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world.”

Notice Jesus’ words: “You are.” He does not say, “Try harder and perhaps you will become salt and light.” Before
Jesus tells us what to do, he tells us who we are. We easily turn Christianity into a list: pray more, serve more,

forgive faster, make fewer mistakes. But Jesus begins with what he has given us. You belong to him. He has called
you, forgiven you and made you his own. Your identity does not rest on how brightly you shone yesterday. It

rests in Christ. Perhaps your faith feels small today or you are conscious of your failures. Jesus knows them all,
and still speaks his promise: You are his. You are forgiven. You are loved. You are salt. You are light—in the Lord.

Do you think of Christianity first in terms of what you must do or what Christ has done for you?
How might today be different if you began by remembering, “I belong to Jesus”?

Lord Jesus, thank you that I belong to you. Remind me that I am forgiven and loved, and help me live today as
someone you have made your own. Amen.

Faith in Action: Begin today by saying: “I belong to Jesus. I am forgiven. I am loved.
I am salt. I am light—in the Lord.”

Tuesday: When Our Light Doesn't Shine
Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds

and glorify your Father in heaven.”
Jesus’ words about being light are beautiful, but they also expose us. What have people seen in our lives this
week? Perhaps kindness and patience—but perhaps also temper, selfishness or resentment. We speak about

grace yet struggle to extend it. We say everyone matters to God yet overlook someone who is lonely. Sometimes
the darkness isn't simply around us. It is within us. If our relationship with God depended upon how brightly we
shone, none of us could stand. We need forgiveness. And that is why Jesus came. Jesus knows every failure, yet
he has not turned away. He went to the cross for sinners—for you. We can bring our darkness to him because the

One who exposes our sin is also the One who died to forgive it.
Where have your words or actions recently failed to reflect the love of Jesus?

What do you need to bring honestly before Jesus and ask his forgiveness?
Merciful Jesus, forgive the ways I have failed to reflect your love. Thank you for the cross and for your mercy

that makes me new. Lead me again in your light. Amen.
Faith in Action: Think of one relationship where you haven't reflected Christ's love.

Take one small step toward putting things right today.

Wednesday: Light in the Lord
Ephesians 5:8: “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.”

Three little words change everything: “In the Lord.” Paul does not tell us to manufacture enough spiritual light to
impress God. Jesus is the source. Christ entered our darkness. He came for people burdened by sin, shame and

failure. He did not stand outside our broken world shouting, “Try harder to reach me!” He came to us. On the
cross, the Light of the World carried our sin and guilt. But darkness did not win. On the third day the tomb was

empty. Jesus Christ is risen. His victory is given to you. Your hope is not that you will finally become good
enough for God. Your forgiveness, salvation and future rest in Jesus. Even when your faith feels weak, your

Saviour remains strong. You are light—in the Lord.
What changes when you remember that Jesus is the source of your light?

Where do you particularly need Christ's light and hope today?
Risen Lord Jesus, thank you for entering our darkness and overcoming sin and death. When my faith feels

weak, turn my eyes to you and fill me with resurrection hope. Amen.
Faith in Action: Notice a light today and remember: Christ is the Light, and darkness

has not overcome him. Pray for someone who needs that hope.



Thursday: Stay Connected to the Source
John 15:5: “Apart from me you can do nothing.”

Imagine shouting at an unplugged lamp: “Try harder! Shine brighter!” Nothing happens. Sometimes we treat the
Christian life that way. “Be better. Love more. Forgive more. Shine brighter.” Eventually we become exhausted

trying to produce what only Christ can give. Jesus offers something better. He connects us to himself. He comes
through his Word. In Baptism he joins us to himself and gives us his promises. In Holy Communion he feeds us

with his body and blood and gives us the forgiveness won upon the cross. God does not wait for us to generate
enough spiritual energy to reach him. He comes to us. We receive Christ's forgiveness, grace and life. Then Jesus

sends us into ordinary life as salt and light. We don't shine so Jesus will love us. We shine because he already
does.   Where are you trying to live the Christian life mainly through your own strength?

How does God strengthen you through his Word, Baptism and Holy Communion?
Lord Jesus, keep me connected to you through your Word and Sacraments. Fill me with your forgiveness and

grace so that your love may flow through me. Amen.
Faith in Action: Read Matthew 5:13–16 and ask: “What has Jesus given me, and who has he made me to be?”

Friday: Put On Love
Colossians 3:14: “And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”

Our clothesline at church offers a simple reminder: Put on love. But where does that love come from? It comes
from the cross. Christian love begins not with us trying to become more loving, but with Christ loving us. Jesus
welcomed sinners, forgave those who failed him and stretched out his arms upon the cross for us. So “put on

love” is not another command to earn God's favour. In Christ, we already have God's love. We put on love
because we have first been loved. That changes how we see others. The difficult person is someone Christ loves.

The lonely person is someone Christ sees. The person who has failed is someone for whom Jesus died. Putting
on love is often wonderfully ordinary: patience, listening, forgiving, encouraging and noticing someone

overlooked.   Who might God be inviting you to see differently today?
Which is hardest for you: patience, forgiveness, compassion, listening or generosity?

Lord Jesus, thank you for loving me first. Clothe me in your love today and help me share that love with the
people you place around me. Amen.

Faith in Action: Choose one person today and deliberately “put on love” towardthem through a simple act of
kindness, patience or encouragement.

Saturday: A Little Salt, A Little Light
Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds

and glorify your Father in heaven.”
We sometimes imagine that making a difference for God's kingdom requires something enormous. Jesus gives us

smaller pictures: a mustard seed, a little yeast, a pinch of salt, a lamp. Being salt and light may mean sitting
beside someone who is alone, speaking gently when anger would be easier, saying “I'm sorry,” offering

forgiveness, or asking, “Can I pray for you?” These things seem tiny. Yet never underestimate what God can do
through something small. A little light makes an enormous difference in a dark room. And the glory does not
come to us. Jesus says people see our good works and glorify our Father.   You don't have to save the world.

Jesus already has. A little salt here. A little light there. A little forgiveness, mercy, courage and hope.
Through it, someone may glimpse Jesus.   Where has God already placed you to be salt and light?

What small act of love might God use through you this week?
Heavenly Father, let Christ's light shine through my ordinary words and actions. Use even the small things to

point others to Jesus. Amen.
Faith in Action: Do one small thing that reflects Jesus' love today. Don't worry about making it impressive. Trust

God to use it.







Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Eileen Lattimer, Russell Wuersching; Ross Krieg; 
Wendy Riekstins; Ann Diment; John Smout; Dianne Kleidon; Gwen Horsfield,
Robert Keller; Jan Maroske, Val Siegle, Sean Giblin, Ann De Berg, Leslie Smith

 www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au            www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

Almighty and merciful God, it is your gift
that your faithful people serve you well.

Help us to run without stumbling
and reach what you have promised.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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