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Upcoming Worship Service You are salt. You are light.
Times @ St Paul’s
THIS WEEK But what happens when you don’t feel very

bright? What about the days when faith feels
Sundag 16th AOQOSt small, patience runs thin, or you become painfully

Caboolture @ 9am aware of the ways you have failed to love?
Mondag, 17th AOQUSt Thls’week s daily devotions take us d?eper |.nto
Jesus’ words from Matthew 5 and Paul’s reminder
Aged (are @ 10am in Ephesians 5: “Now you are light in the Lord.”
NEXT WEEK Each day explores what it means to live as salt
and light—not by trying harder to earn God’s love,
So"da':’ 23rd AOQOSt but by beginning again with what Christ has
Bribie Island @ 8am already done for us. We will reflect on
Caboolture @ 9am forgiveness, staying connected to Jesus, putting

on love, and trusting God to work through the
small and ordinary things we do.
Take a few minutes each day this week to read,
reflect and pray.

You may discover that being salt and light is not
about doing something spectacular.
Sometimes it is simply allowing the love you have
received from Jesus to shine into the life of the
person right beside you.

Wednesday 2'%th Auvgust
Aged Care @10am

Bible Readings
This Sunday Next Sunday

Romans 11:1-2,29-32 Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 15:10-28 Matt 16:13-20

|-y



S A W
23" August

(After service)

UPCOMING MONTH

3™ September

important congregational meeting
following worship.

A regular gathering for women

Bible Study
Each Tuesday Exploring the previous Sunday’s
From 1pm readings and sermon in depth LDU K I N G A H E A D
Wednesday Morning Tea
19" August Venue change -
9:30am details to be advised 11-13 sepTeEmBER
O Wednesday WC&- cﬁ’"f’
Church Council Meeting
19" August : m
The regular monthly meeting
6:30pm
Sunday Half Yearly General Meeting 9—11 OCTORER

Raplenish

Thursday Bribie Island Bible Study Women's Retreat
27" August Led by Pastor Michael Braunberger.
1:30pm Study is on the book of John
100“' 181H ocToBER
10:30-12-30pm 100TH FORMAL
Opén Meeting for all
e o CFRN R v S ST ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
Sunday Year 1 Family Service
s An intergenerational service
307 August celebrating God's love and how He ISTH OCTOBER
9:00am made us in His image.
E 100TH ANNIVERSARY
< Wednesday An evening of craft, games INFORMAL FAMILY
2nd September and chatting for women SERVICE CELEBRATION
6:30pm of all ages
Thursday Ladies Fellowship Bribie Island

%

featuring faith, fellowship, .
9:30am iriendship and encourageament. .
Tuesdav Ladies Fellowship Caboolture TOG ETH ER ;
8" September A regular time of fellowship,
9:00am encouragement and sharing Ig; g
11" - 13* Church Camp - Googa 4.% I
september

Lord, may everything we do
together this month bring glory to You
and blessing to others.




NEXT

SUNDAY
for our Church

HALF-YEARLY
MEETING

HALF-YEARLY
GENERAL MEETING AUDIO UPGRADES &
Plecse plis to attend. this LIVESTREAMING OPTIONS

It's an opportunity for us to
hear reports, celebrate what
God is doing among us,
and look ahead together.

" AGENDA AND REPORTS
% ARE NOW AVAILABLE
Use this link, follow the OR code

or grab a copy from the
chwurch entrance.

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS

incl. District Budget Increase

@ COFFEE MINISTRY

®

NEW POSITION

Community Outreach &
Engagement Co-ordinator

LCAQD S5YNOD REPORT

MISSION STATEMENT &
LOGO TO BE PRESENTED

- L] 2
el wd fex ol eyed on I,?:—':ai-m‘.. and continue

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED & VOTED ON

Options for audio upgrades
and livestreaming will be
presented for approval to
purchase additional

equipment.

Correspondence from the
LCA Queensland District
Office “2027 Office of the
Bishop and District Budget
Update” will be discussed.

A report on progress will be
presented, with a proposal
that approval for the process
to continuwe.

A rationale document and
position description will be
presented, with a proposal
that approval for the process
to continue,

The popular report, together
with a report from our
carrgregatim‘s de&ega:es,
will be presented.

Our niew Mission Statement
and logo designs will be
presented, with & proposal

that approval for adoption.

£44-

fe ghow, connect and setwe togethen.
g Hebrews 12:2 i


https://stpaulscaboolture.org.au/bookofreports/
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F E L LOW S H I p of every month.

FELLOWSHIP
@ AL For address please
[ e pi_w?'l" contact Linda on
> SN FRIENDSHIP @& 0431570 299 Next nnw hip

p held or

t(?@ 3rd Sep

A relaxed, friendly group for all ages to explore the Bible,
grow in faith and discover God's great love for you

™ ame.  LED BY
{=W ON THE 4 £ 510 PASTOR MICHAEL ALL WELCOME! - .
BHY THURSDAY Wl BRAUNBERGER Come o8 you are

OF EVERY MONTH iy studying Evaryans belongs
II I]M.pd-l |:|F Jahin

Let your light shine before others,

56 M%WMWWWM
MATTHEW 5:16
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BIBLE STUDY

Dig deeper. I:rn'"TJgPtl'uﬁr Be encouraged.

N TUESDAY
18™ AUGUST 2026 | @ LUCER @

Copies of the Bible Study

can be made available on request.

IN THE
CHURCH



Women’s Retreat # _ 7
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A weekend just for you to
relax, refresh and reconnect. ¥

Thanks to the generosity of
the LLL, women 18=-35 years
old can get up to $100 off

9-11 | 0 Luther Heights,
October 2026 | Coolum

.ﬁ N o DO eRing. o PESAC JUSEH T AV 15 June - 27 September W
ﬁ' Space to connect, relax, explore, or simply be still
g Great food, beautiful surroundings, COsT .

and meaningful conversations. = Full Price: $320

» Under 35: Get up to $100 off

thanks to LLL generosity!

ﬁ Christian reflection and prayer available if you wish. .
ﬁ All women welcome - come as you ang, (Dizcount applied at checkout) Qﬁl A

[eave {Hfm? .‘r-.*{:-ﬁﬂﬂc:{. rmu-mgm': QUESTIONS?
ausral tcﬁ-{tﬂw (e .IEM!} mined aned .ilpn't-f-f'. v Contact your local church

or visit lyq.org.au/events

.Q’;, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."
Matthew 11:28

- R e [T _ o :
LY®) NN\ @/ CHURCH | QUEENSLAND

GF SUSTRALLA


https://lyq.org.au/events/replenish-womens-retreat/

GOOGANZ

<72 ANNUAL &éng 8

1=l 11TH - ngH ‘ QQEAFWSJ'TDEEFHR

SATURDAY OR SUNDAY
22 SEPTEMBER 2026 praat g e

Eﬂ (22 FUN & ACTIVITIES
1 | ' éé%g Games, crafts,
I"\ ol l\\_/J _ night glow games ;
Al 0 | and more! \
Bible teaching Great company -
& worship for all ages | v
R
'/-F -H\‘u rf. il b A THEFC b w
'-.1\- -/.l Saturday Evening . II'M_ Worship in a
L Community Dinner, | " beautiful bush
Sunday BB inch setting
provided. _ ~
fea ALLWELCOME | ENCOURAGE - EQUIP - ENJOY
l{éﬁ)} Families, singles, i @ A weekend to grow
~" young and old, | together in faith and
everyone! . friendship
FOR MORE ( 2 TO REGISTER
INFORMATION W4 Click the link
Click the link or follow the
or follow the QR code.
QR code.
K, -

“T 7

: i 'l ’
[ hiree r“’uf i ' LU | ;‘4 H{efmmf Of memories.



https://stpaulscaboolture.org.au/churchcamp/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScezbkxXySrm2jjGah4LV6uuzjbGWUvpgg9fLaIkO84Co0png/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117173717043920825610

Finke River Mission

-\_A

Est 1877

GIFT & GIVING

HOW YOUR
GIFT HELPS

Your donation supports:

CHRISTIAN TEACHING
AND TRAINING
for Ingkaartas (pastors)
and support workers

!_-

RESOURCING LOCAL
LANGUAGES AND
TRANSLATIONS
for worship and Bible study

EQUIPMENT
far bush courses
and events

%

TRAVEL AND
ACCOMMODATION
for field workers

‘WE ARE IN THE LORD’S SERVICFE’
Under a vast desert sky, stories of faith are still being told.

Around campfires and under tin-roofed shelters, voices rise in prayer

and song - in Arrarnta, Anmatyerr, Alyawarr, Luritja and Pitjantjatjara

These are the languages of God’s people in the centre, and they
carry the good news to the hearts of his children. Across Central
Australia, new believers are being baptised and growing in faith.
Dozens have received baptism and confirmation, with many in
bush communities. God is clearly at work, calling, gathering and
renewing his people. Stories like these are why Finke River
Mission continues to train and support its pastors and support
workers. FRM’s been doing the same for close to 150 years, since
humble beginnings in the 1870s. But we’re up against a growing
challenge. Finke River Mission receives no ongoing government
or denominational funding. Everything we do, from training
Indigenous pastors and evangelists to visiting remote
communities and running bush Bible courses, is sustained by
donations and prayer. Right now, that support is under strain.
Expenses are increasing faster than giving, and without an uplift
in regular donations, we will need to reduce travel, postpone
training visits or slow the translation work that keeps God’s word
alive in local languages. Today, 12 Aboriginal Lutheran pastors
serve more than 36 communities in the 5 main central Australian
language areas. We can only continue this good work with your
help. We are deeply thankful for all who already give so faithfully.

anclpastars But the reality is simple: without increased financial support, the
- work of Finke River Mission cannot continue at its current
ari;:ﬁ..?ifllul-zjﬁj . strength. If you have ever prayed for the people of the Centre,
in every language and read these stories with joy, or felt moved by the faith of those
every communicy. who serve here, please consider making a donation today.
Please contribute by: by direct deposit to BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS:

BSB: 034640
Account No: 169299
Use Ref: GandG

. our bank account:

Gift & Giving Basket N
at church’s entrance desk - ][ ] [

[




LUTHERAN
CHURCH

OF AUSTRALIA
QUEENSLAND DISTRICT

St Paul’s Caboolture

An update. The next steps. Your questions.

Thursday, 27t August 2026
(© 10.30am - 12.30pm

o St Paul's Caboolture

We'll provide an update on the Property Trust project
and outline the next steps in the process.

WHY THIS DISCUSSION?
@ E The district has met with a number of communities

already and we have all found the conversations to
be valuable and encouraging, People leave with a
greater understanding of the Property Trust work
and what it means for our church, school and aged
care ministries.

) Your vice mattes | Mgt

a5 We Seek 10

our school and aged care properties.

There will be time for questions and discussion.
Your input helps shape what comes next.

o We'll discuss the property trust schedules for

IN PROGRESS

AN EVENING OF CREATIVITY,
conversalion and, conneclion.

e

Whether you're halfway through a knitting project, have a
scrapbook gathering dust, enjoy sewing, painting, puzzles, or
simply want to spend time with others, Work in Progress is for you,

Bring aleng an unfinished project, leam a new skill from
someone else, play a game, or just come for a chat and a cuppa.
There's no pressure—just a welcoming space to encourage

one another and enjoy good company.

For women of all) ages.

1ST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

Wednesday 2"!September PP
6:30pm - 9:00pm % :__



Welcoming Refugees
in Brisbane:

CRISP Community
Information Session

Want to play a meaningful role in making newly
arrived refugees feel welcome in Brisbane?

Come along to this informative session with Community Refugee
Sponsarship Australia. Learn how everyday Australians are choosing
welcome instead of division and supporting refugees through the
Community Refugee Integration & Settlement Program (CRISP) -
find out how it works and how you can get involved right here in
Queensland.

© ® 0 ©

Who should attend:

Local residents, comemanit When: Where: ThiS event iS
groups, nesghbourhood g Thursday 1/8 Mayfield Rd, free and
nagseerie K ovpenidian, 27 August, Mooroaka open to all.

and amyone curious about " i 3 3
supporting refugees or haw 5:30pm - 6:30pm (African Village)
o rriikon o cifferemce locally

This session is free and
open toall.

For more information about
community sponsorship and
the CRISP program wisit

www refugeesponsorship.org.au

qu

Community. Compassion.

There is currently a scam circulating in which
church members are being contacted by people

For information about this event
or any questions contact Blaise
from CRSA at

community@refugessponsorship.org.au

Connection. ] LAk

A SCAM ALERT! A

PLEASE READ - YOUR AWARENESS CAN PROTECT OUR CHURCH FAMILY!

pretending to be their pastor or another church leader.

These scammers may contact you by text message,
email, phone call or social media. They may

even use the pastor’s real name and the name

of the church to make the message appear genuine.

They will often claim there is an emergency and

ask you to:
« BE)

® Send them the gift card numbers or codes E

® Provide some other form of financial assistance

o

® Buy Apple, Amazon or other gift cards

® Electronically transfer money

OR GIFT CARDS

Always verify the person’s identity
before providing any financial assistance.

DO NOT SEND MONEY |

printed in the church bulletin.

S

If in doubt, contact me directly using the contact details

Community Refugee
Sponsorship Australia

Q) ,-ff message fmﬁ-:.- @aﬁ?ﬁf J&mﬁ

| will NEVER ask you by text message, email or
social media to send money, transfer funds or
purchase gift cards for me or for someone else.

I will only contact you by phone using the
phone numbers printed on the back of our
church bulletin.

If someone in our community requires financial
assistance, | will bring the matter to Church Council.

| will not eentact individual church members

privately asking them for money — especially
by text, email or social media:

If you receive a message that appears to be
& from me asking for money or gift cards:
DO NOT RESPOND.
DO NOT SEND MONEY. VERIFY FIRST.

@

0060

Please also make sure our older or more vulnerable
church members are aware of this scam.

TOGETHER WE CAN STAY ALERT, PROTECT ONE ANOTHER, AND KEEP OUR CHURCH FAMILY SAFE. & ———


https://www.refugeesponsorship.org.au/

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Intercept’s
Trivia Night

Grab ynur !

friends for
20 Years of Intercept. fun HIHII'I'EZ ﬂut
10 Years of Trivia. for a great

One Night to Celebrate. cause!

........................................................

Grab your friends for a fun night
out for a great cause! Friday 23 October 2026

i 6-10pm
:@: Trivia @ Raffles

'EE' Great Prizes .3%%, Good Times Redcliffe Leagues Club,
Redcliffe

Funds raised go towards bursaries to
help young people get ahead.

Interested in donating a raffle prize
or becoming a benefactor? .
vailable
Please email: o i Ej %
intercept.fundraising@lutheranservices.org.au

w. lutheranservices.org.au


https://www.trybooking.com/DKHGC?qr=true&qr=true

St Pa u l,s f-“'f #‘tﬁ— ﬁ':f:.#ﬁg, ,::i::;_{'_ &ﬁ o
COpe: :ﬁ? T
Lutheran Church ; oine 1o e

Grrowing in rj':uﬂi. sharing (God's love.
: [ g

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

STATEMENT OF
COMMITMENT TO
CHILD SAFETY

@ y St Paul's Lutheran Church is committed to providing a safe church

MATTHEW 19:14

envircnment for children and young people. We acknowledge that
children are a precious gift from God, with special vulnerabilities,
that they require nourishment and nurture in their spiritual
development and that they are to be protected from all forms of abuse.

St Paul's Lutheran Church also affirms that it has no tolerance for
child abuse and that all its people have an important responsibility
to care for children and to keep them safe. The way we care for
children reflects our genuineness of faith. It is also a reflection of
God's love and his divine protection.

5t Paul's Lutheran Church also commits to the cultural safety of
Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/er linguistically
diverse backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for
children with a disability.

At 5t Paul’s, every child matters, every voice is heard,
and every child is safe in Christ.




owing Together:

% Daily Devotions to Help You
L g BELONG | GROW | CONNECT | THRIVE | SERVE

Matthew 5:13-14: “You are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the world.”

Notice Jesus’ words: “You are.” He does not say, “Try harder and perhaps you will become salt and light.” Before
Jesus tells us what to do, he tells us who we are. We easily turn Christianity into a list: pray more, serve more,
forgive faster, make fewer mistakes. But Jesus begins with what he has given us. You belong to him. He has called
you, forgiven you and made you his own. Your identity does not rest on how brightly you shone yesterday. It
rests in Christ. Perhaps your faith feels small today or you are conscious of your failures. Jesus knows them all,
and still speaks his promise: You are his. You are forgiven. You are loved. You are salt. You are light—in the Lord.
Do you think of Christianity first in terms of what you must do or what Christ has done for you?

How might today be different if you began by remembering, “l belong to Jesus”?

Lord Jesus, thank you that | belong to you. Remind me that | am forgiven and loved, and help me live today as
someone you have made your own. Amen.

Faith in Action: Begin today by saying: “l belong to Jesus. | am forgiven. | am loved.

[ am salt. | am light—in the Lord.”

Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Jesus’ words about being light are beautiful, but they also expose us. What have people seen in our lives this
week? Perhaps kindness and patience—but perhaps also temper, selfishness or resentment. We speak about
grace yet struggle to extend it. We say everyone matters to God yet overlook someone who is lonely. Sometimes
the darkness isn't simply around us. It is within us. If our relationship with God depended upon how brightly we
shone, none of us could stand. We need forgiveness. And that is why Jesus came. Jesus knows every failure, yet
he has not turned away. He went to the cross for sinners—for you. We can bring our darkness to him because the
One who exposes our sin is also the One who died to forgive it.

Where have your words or actions recently failed to reflect the love of Jesus?

What do you need to bring honestly before Jesus and ask his forgiveness?

Merciful Jesus, forgive the ways | have failed to reflect your love. Thank you for the cross and for your mercy
that makes me new. Lead me again in your light. Amen.

Faith in Action: Think of one relationship where you haven't reflected Christ's love.

Take one small step toward putting things right today.

Ephesians 5:8: “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.”
Three little words change everything: “In the Lord.” Paul does not tell us to manufacture enough spiritual light to
impress God. Jesus is the source. Christ entered our darkness. He came for people burdened by sin, shame and
failure. He did not stand outside our broken world shouting, “Try harder to reach me!” He came to us. On the
cross, the Light of the World carried our sin and guilt. But darkness did not win. On the third day the tomb was
empty. Jesus Christ is risen. His victory is given to you. Your hope is not that you will finally become good
enough for God. Your forgiveness, salvation and future rest in Jesus. Even when your faith feels weak, your
Saviour remains strong. You are light—in the Lord.

What changes when you remember that Jesus is the source of your light?

Where do you particularly need Christ's light and hope today?

Risen Lord Jesus, thank you for entering our darkness and overcoming sin and death. When my faith feels
weak, turn my eyes to you and fill me with resurrection hope. Amen.

Faith in Action: Notice a light today and remember: Christ is the Light, and darkness
has not overcome him. Pray for someone who needs that hope.




owing Together:
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%‘ Daily Devotions to Help You
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BELONG | GROW | CONNECT | THRIVE | SERVE

John 15:5: “Apart from me you can do nothing.”

Imagine shouting at an unplugged lamp: “Try harder! Shine brighter!” Nothing happens. Sometimes we treat the
Christian life that way. “Be better. Love more. Forgive more. Shine brighter” Eventually we become exhausted
trying to produce what only Christ can give. Jesus offers something better. He connects us to himself. He comes
through his Word. In Baptism he joins us to himself and gives us his promises. In Holy Communion he feeds us
with his body and blood and gives us the forgiveness won upon the cross. God does not wait for us to generate
enough spiritual energy to reach him. He comes to us. We receive Christ's forgiveness, grace and life. Then Jesus
sends us into ordinary life as salt and light. We don't shine so Jesus will love us. We shine because he already
does. Where are you trying to live the Christian life mainly through your own strength?

How does God strengthen you through his Word, Baptism and Holy Communion?

Lord Jesus, keep me connected to you through your Word and Sacraments. Fill me with your forgiveness and
grace so that your love may flow through me. Amen.

Faith in Action: Read Matthew 5:13-16 and ask: “What has Jesus given me, and who has he made me to be?”

Colossians 3:14: “And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.”
Our clothesline at church offers a simple reminder: Put on love. But where does that love come from? It comes
from the cross. Christian love begins not with us trying to become more loving, but with Christ loving us. Jesus

welcomed sinners, forgave those who failed him and stretched out his arms upon the cross for us. So “put on

love” is not another command to earn God's favour. In Christ, we already have God's love. We put on love
because we have first been loved. That changes how we see others. The difficult person is someone Christ loves.
The lonely person is someone Christ sees. The person who has failed is someone for whom Jesus died. Putting
on love is often wonderfully ordinary: patience, listening, forgiving, encouraging and noticing someone
overlooked. Who might God be inviting you to see differently today?
Which is hardest for you: patience, forgiveness, compassion, listening or generosity?

Lord Jesus, thank you for loving me first. Clothe me in your love today and help me share that love with the

people you place around me. Amen.
Faith in Action: Choose one person today and deliberately “put on love” towardthem through a simple act of

kindness, patience or encouragement.

Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.”

We sometimes imagine that making a difference for God's kingdom requires something enormous. Jesus gives us
smaller pictures: a mustard seed, a little yeast, a pinch of salt, a lamp. Being salt and light may mean sitting
beside someone who is alone, speaking gently when anger would be easier, saying “I'm sorry,” offering
forgiveness, or asking, “Can | pray for you?” These things seem tiny. Yet never underestimate what God can do
through something small. A little light makes an enormous difference in a dark room. And the glory does not
come to us. Jesus says people see our good works and glorify our Father. You don't have to save the world.
Jesus already has. A little salt here. A little light there. A little forgiveness, mercy, courage and hope.
Through it, someone may glimpse Jesus. Where has God already placed you to be salt and light?

What small act of love might God use through you this week?

Heavenly Father, let Christ's light shine through my ordinary words and actions. Use even the small things to
point others to Jesus. Amen.

Faith in Action: Do one small thing that reflects Jesus' love today. Don't worry about making it impressive. Trust
God to use it.




PROPER 15

Faith in Jesus
is always
rewarded

arowAinistries

LO& CHILD YOLTH B BARILY RRETEY

A & LUTHERAN
' CHURCH
OF ALSTRALIA

wiwnw.growministries.ong.au

Sunday betwesn
August 14 and August 20

‘&

CONVERSATIONS
Share your highs and lows, or respond to the following:

. Share about a time when you trusted someaone to help

you. Was yvour trust rewarded?

Jesus said that the Canaanite woman who came to him
had “great faith” (read Matthew 15:21-28). How did
she show her faith? How was her faith rewarded?

|

BIBLE READINGS

Read the following Bible readings throughout this week.
Talk about what words or phrases stand out for you.

W M Hd s |4 |®

Matthew 15:21-28 A woman's faith

Genesis 45:1-15 Josaph makes himself known
Matthew 8:1-13 Jesus heals many people

Acts 14:19-28 God opens the door to Gentiles
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Maintain justice

Romans 11:1-32 God saves Jews and Gentiles
Psalm 67 May God bless us still

The Lord SU4S, "Hold on 0 what is righr

and fair. Do what is right and good. vy

mxring powver will spon come.”
1SAIAH 5E:1




CREATIVE RESPONSE

The prophet lzaiah declared God's intention to make his
house a *house of prayver for all nations” (Isaiah 56:7),

Lse this creative praver idea to make your home a ‘house
of prayer’ for others. Pass around a bag or bowl of
MEMSs (or eguivalent swest) when your household gathers
for prayer. Let each person take a handful, but don't let
anyone eat them yeat. Explain that the colour of the MEMs
will indicate the direction of yvour prayers. Lead your
household in prayer using this guide:

For every red M&M, pray for a member of your family
by name.

For every green Ma&M, pray for a friend or neighbour.

For every orange MEM, pray for a teacher in your life.
For every ME&M, pray for scmeone in need.

For every dark brown M&M, pray for a leader in your life.
For every blue ME&M, pray for Christians in other places.

For any other colour, offer a prayer of your choice!

ACTION RESPONSE

The Canaanite woman who came to Jesus for
help wasn't made very welcome by his disciples
{Matt 15:23).

Are newcomers welcomed at your church? What

part do you play in welcoming others? Plan a way to

make someone who is relatively new to your church
feed more at home, or offer to serve as part of vour

church's greating/welcoming ministry.

O

MEALTIME PRAYER

Lard, we give you
praise and gratitude,
far food and drink
and family too.
And also for a roof
above, but most
of all for your great
love, Armen.

©

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, help
us to hold on to
what is fair and to
do what is right
and good. Amen,

BLESSING

May God show

laving kindness

towards you and
make his face shine

UPHOM Yo,
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St Paul’s Lutheran Church Pastor James Leach
65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510 Mob: 0473 461 506
Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

Ph: 5330 3353 www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture
www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

Almighty and merciful God, it is your gift
<X @ that your faithful people serve you well.
> /\’%\\/ Help us to run without stumbling
{@% /”‘ and reach what you have promised.

\3Ag We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
o’ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please pray for ...

Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking,
Marie Nicholson, Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske,

Geoff Stapleton, Eileen Lattimer, Russell Wuersching; Ross Krieg;

Wendy Riekstins; Ann Diment; John Smout; Dianne Kleidon; Gwen Horsfield,
Robert Keller; Jan Maroske, Val Siegle, Sean Giblin, Ann De Berg, Leslie Smith
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	These are the languages of God’s people in the centre, and they carry the good news to the hearts of his children. Across Central Australia, new believers are being baptised and growing in faith. Dozens have received baptism and confirmation, with many in bush communities. God is clearly at work, calling, gathering and renewing his people. Stories like these are why Finke River Mission continues to train and support its pastors and support workers. FRM’s been doing the same for close to 150 years, since humble beginnings in the 1870s. But we’re up against a growing challenge. Finke River Mission receives no ongoing government or denominational funding. Everything we do, from training Indigenous pastors and evangelists to visiting remote communities and running bush Bible courses, is sustained by donations and prayer. Right now, that support is under strain. Expenses are increasing faster than giving, and without an uplift in regular donations, we will need to reduce travel, postpone training visits or slow the translation work that keeps God’s word alive in local languages. Today, 12 Aboriginal Lutheran pastors serve more than 36 communities in the 5 main central Australian language areas. We can only continue this good work with your help. We are deeply thankful for all who already give so faithfully. But the reality is simple: without increased financial support, the work of Finke River Mission cannot continue at its current strength. If you have ever prayed for the people of the Centre, read these stories with joy, or felt moved by the faith of those who serve here, please consider making a donation today.
	Wednesday   2nd September 6:30pm - 9:00pm
	Monday: You Are Matthew 5:13–14: “You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world.” Notice Jesus’ words: “You are.” He does not say, “Try harder and perhaps you will become salt and light.” Before Jesus tells us what to do, he tells us who we are. We easily turn Christianity into a list: pray more, serve more, forgive faster, make fewer mistakes. But Jesus begins with what he has given us. You belong to him. He has called you, forgiven you and made you his own. Your identity does not rest on how brightly you shone yesterday. It rests in Christ. Perhaps your faith feels small today or you are conscious of your failures. Jesus knows them all, and still speaks his promise: You are his. You are forgiven. You are loved. You are salt. You are light—in the Lord. Do you think of Christianity first in terms of what you must do or what Christ has done for you? How might today be different if you began by remembering, “I belong to Jesus”? Lord Jesus, thank you that I belong to you. Remind me that I am forgiven and loved, and help me live today as someone you have made your own. Amen. Faith in Action: Begin today by saying: “I belong to Jesus. I am forgiven. I am loved. I am salt. I am light—in the Lord.”
	Tuesday: When Our Light Doesn't Shine Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Jesus’ words about being light are beautiful, but they also expose us. What have people seen in our lives this week? Perhaps kindness and patience—but perhaps also temper, selfishness or resentment. We speak about grace yet struggle to extend it. We say everyone matters to God yet overlook someone who is lonely. Sometimes the darkness isn't simply around us. It is within us. If our relationship with God depended upon how brightly we shone, none of us could stand. We need forgiveness. And that is why Jesus came. Jesus knows every failure, yet he has not turned away. He went to the cross for sinners—for you. We can bring our darkness to him because the One who exposes our sin is also the One who died to forgive it. Where have your words or actions recently failed to reflect the love of Jesus? What do you need to bring honestly before Jesus and ask his forgiveness? Merciful Jesus, forgive the ways I have failed to reflect your love. Thank you for the cross and for your mercy that makes me new. Lead me again in your light. Amen. Faith in Action: Think of one relationship where you haven't reflected Christ's love. Take one small step toward putting things right today.
	Wednesday: Light in the Lord Ephesians 5:8: “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.” Three little words change everything: “In the Lord.” Paul does not tell us to manufacture enough spiritual light to impress God. Jesus is the source. Christ entered our darkness. He came for people burdened by sin, shame and failure. He did not stand outside our broken world shouting, “Try harder to reach me!” He came to us. On the cross, the Light of the World carried our sin and guilt. But darkness did not win. On the third day the tomb was empty. Jesus Christ is risen. His victory is given to you. Your hope is not that you will finally become good enough for God. Your forgiveness, salvation and future rest in Jesus. Even when your faith feels weak, your Saviour remains strong. You are light—in the Lord. What changes when you remember that Jesus is the source of your light? Where do you particularly need Christ's light and hope today? Risen Lord Jesus, thank you for entering our darkness and overcoming sin and death. When my faith feels weak, turn my eyes to you and fill me with resurrection hope. Amen. Faith in Action: Notice a light today and remember: Christ is the Light, and darkness has not overcome him. Pray for someone who needs that hope.
	Thursday: Stay Connected to the Source John 15:5: “Apart from me you can do nothing.” Imagine shouting at an unplugged lamp: “Try harder! Shine brighter!” Nothing happens. Sometimes we treat the Christian life that way. “Be better. Love more. Forgive more. Shine brighter.” Eventually we become exhausted trying to produce what only Christ can give. Jesus offers something better. He connects us to himself. He comes through his Word. In Baptism he joins us to himself and gives us his promises. In Holy Communion he feeds us with his body and blood and gives us the forgiveness won upon the cross. God does not wait for us to generate enough spiritual energy to reach him. He comes to us. We receive Christ's forgiveness, grace and life. Then Jesus sends us into ordinary life as salt and light. We don't shine so Jesus will love us. We shine because he already does.   Where are you trying to live the Christian life mainly through your own strength? How does God strengthen you through his Word, Baptism and Holy Communion? Lord Jesus, keep me connected to you through your Word and Sacraments. Fill me with your forgiveness and grace so that your love may flow through me. Amen. Faith in Action: Read Matthew 5:13–16 and ask: “What has Jesus given me, and who has he made me to be?”
	Friday: Put On Love Colossians 3:14: “And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” Our clothesline at church offers a simple reminder: Put on love. But where does that love come from? It comes from the cross. Christian love begins not with us trying to become more loving, but with Christ loving us. Jesus welcomed sinners, forgave those who failed him and stretched out his arms upon the cross for us. So “put on love” is not another command to earn God's favour. In Christ, we already have God's love. We put on love because we have first been loved. That changes how we see others. The difficult person is someone Christ loves. The lonely person is someone Christ sees. The person who has failed is someone for whom Jesus died. Putting on love is often wonderfully ordinary: patience, listening, forgiving, encouraging and noticing someone overlooked.   Who might God be inviting you to see differently today? Which is hardest for you: patience, forgiveness, compassion, listening or generosity? Lord Jesus, thank you for loving me first. Clothe me in your love today and help me share that love with the people you place around me. Amen. Faith in Action: Choose one person today and deliberately “put on love” towardthem through a simple act of kindness, patience or encouragement.
	Saturday: A Little Salt, A Little Light Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” We sometimes imagine that making a difference for God's kingdom requires something enormous. Jesus gives us smaller pictures: a mustard seed, a little yeast, a pinch of salt, a lamp. Being salt and light may mean sitting beside someone who is alone, speaking gently when anger would be easier, saying “I'm sorry,” offering forgiveness, or asking, “Can I pray for you?” These things seem tiny. Yet never underestimate what God can do through something small. A little light makes an enormous difference in a dark room. And the glory does not come to us. Jesus says people see our good works and glorify our Father.   You don't have to save the world. Jesus already has. A little salt here. A little light there. A little forgiveness, mercy, courage and hope. Through it, someone may glimpse Jesus.   Where has God already placed you to be salt and light? What small act of love might God use through you this week? Heavenly Father, let Christ's light shine through my ordinary words and actions. Use even the small things to point others to Jesus. Amen. Faith in Action: Do one small thing that reflects Jesus' love today. Don't worry about making it impressive. Trust God to use it.
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	Almighty and merciful God, it is your gift that your faithful people serve you well. Help us to run without stumbling and reach what you have promised. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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