
This Sunday Next Sunday
Bible Readings

Next Week
Sunday 4th October

Caboolture  @ 9am
Wednesday 7th October

Aged Care @10am

This Week 
Sunday 27th September

Bribie Island  @ 8am
Caboolture  @ 9am

Monday, 28th September
Aged Care @ 10am

Upcoming Worship Service 
Times @ St Paul’s

Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

18th Sunday After Pentecost

27/09/2026

C A B O O L T U R E  A N D  B R I B I E  I S L A N D

SUNDAY

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

How often do we explain our behaviour by
pointing to what someone else has done? 

Our wounds are real, and the choices of others 
can leave deep and lasting consequences. 

Yet God loves us too much to let 
our past become our prison—or our excuse.

This week’s sermon, “Turn and Live,” explores
God’s urgent invitation through Ezekiel, Jesus’

story of the two sons, and Christ’s humble
obedience described in Philippians. God calls us to

stop hiding, blaming and merely saying the right
words. He calls us to turn towards him and live.

This is not a demand to repair ourselves before
coming home. Jesus has already carried our sin to
the cross. Through Christ, God forgives us, renews

our hearts and gives us a new beginning.

This week's bible study and daily devotions and
bible study continue this journey, helping us

consider where God may be leading us to take
responsibility, seek forgiveness, 

repair a relationship and discover that 
yesterday does not have to determine tomorrow.

TURNTURN  TURN 
AND LIVEAND LIVE  AND LIVE 



Thursday 
24  Septemberth

1:30pm

Bribie Island Bible Study
Led by Pastor Michael Braunberger.

Study is on the book of John 

Each Tuesday
From 1pm

Bible Study
Exploring the previous Sunday’s
readings and sermon in depth.

Wednesday
7  Octoberth

6:30pm

W.I.P.
An evening of craft, games and chatting

for women of all ages

Tuesday
13  Octoberth

Womens Fellowship Caboolture
A regular time of encouragement

 and sharing  

Thursday
1st October

9:30am

Ladies Fellowship Bribie Island
A regular gathering for women featuring faith,

fellowship, friendship and encouragement.

Thursday
9th-11th  October

9:30am

Replenish Women’s Retreat
LCAQD and LYQ led weekend
retreat for women of all ages.

Sunday
18  October

10am

th

100  Anniversary Serviceth

Communion Service with 
Thanksgiving to God for His Church

and guest speakers.  

Sunday
25  Octoberth

10am

100  Anniversary
Family Celebration 

th

Longest Lutheran Lunch with singing,
games, activities and more. 

Lord, may everything we do 
together bring glory to You 

and blessing to others.



1  Oct 9:30amst

22nd October 2026

Tuesday, 13th Oct @ 9am



7th October       @ 06:30pm



A big THANK-YOU fromA big THANK-YOU from  
the Lutheran Women of Queenslandthe Lutheran Women of Queensland  

Brisbane North & Sunshine Coast ZoneBrisbane North & Sunshine Coast Zone  

A big THANK-YOU from 
the Lutheran Women of Queensland 

Brisbane North & Sunshine Coast Zone 
for all who provided assitance in any way for the Fellowship Day Programme
last Wednesday.  Also, thanks for those that attended to make it such a

special day of fellowship, friendship and sharing God’s love
and ‘Binding us Together’.

Due to the success of the day, $1,000 was raised which will be split between
Lutheran Services Hospital Chaplaincy and Transplant Australia.

Together, bound in love Held by grace from God above Together,
one in you Living out what love can do.

St Paul’s Lutheran Church   St Paul’s Lutheran Church‌  

Sunday
18th October 

10am

Formal Servie of
Thanksgiving

  with Holy Communion

Origin story of 
St Paul’s Lutheran 

Aged Care 
reflecting beginnings

 and continuing
 ministry

A History

 of the

 Lutheran Church

 in Caboolture

 booklet will b
e

 available

 for purchase

100th AnniversaRy celebrations100th AnniversaRy celebrations





https://www.trybooking.com/DKHGC?qr=true&qr=true


Monday: Beyond the Blame
“The one who sins is the one who will die.” Ezekiel 18:4

Israel had a saying: “The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” They believed they were
suffering because of earlier generations. We can understand that feeling. Families may carry patterns of anger,
addiction, silence or broken relationships. God does not deny these wounds. He sees what happened to us and
understands the pain we carry. Yet God will not let our past become our prison—or our excuse. We may not be
responsible for what was done to us, but with God’s help we can take responsibility for how we respond. Our

wounds may explain some reactions, but they do not make every reaction right. God’s call to honesty is hopeful.
When he helps us face our choices, he also opens the way to forgiveness and change. Your past has shaped you, but

it does not have to determine you. You belong to God. In Christ, yesterday does not get the final word.
Am I using something from my past to excuse an unhealthy response?

What is mine to take responsibility for today?
Merciful Father, you know every wound I carry. Help me face my choices honestly without denying the wrong

others have done. Free me from bitterness, blame and excuses, and lead me in Christ’s healing. Amen.

Tuesday: The Urgency of Love
“Repent and live!” Ezekiel 18:32

The word repent can sound harsh. We may picture an angry God pointing an accusing finger. Yet in Ezekiel, the call
to repent comes from the heart of a God who loves his people. God says he takes no pleasure in anyone’s death. He
sees his children walking towards danger and calls, “Stop. Turn around. Come home.” The urgency comes from love.
Repentance is more than guilt. It means we stop defending our sin, call it what God calls it and turn towards him for

mercy. It may involve admitting we were wrong, asking forgiveness, ending a harmful habit or seeking help. We do
not repent to persuade a reluctant God to love us. We repent because God has already come towards us in Jesus. At

the cross, Christ carried our sin and opened the way home. Repentance is the Holy Spirit bringing us out of hiding
and turning our eyes towards Jesus. God does not say, “Repair yourself, and then I will receive you.” He says, “Turn

to me and live.”
What do I feel when I hear the word repent?

Is God calling me to turn away from something?
What practical step can I take today?

Loving God, show me where I am walking away from you. Give me courage to stop defending
 my sin and turn towards Jesus. Assure me that your mercy is greater than my failure. Amen.

Wednesday: More Than the Right Words
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?” Matthew 21:31

Jesus told of two sons whose father asked them to work in his vineyard. The first said, “I will not,” but later changed
his mind and went. The second answered, “I will, sir,” but did not go. The first son’s answer was wrong, but he turned

around. The second sounded obedient, yet his actions told another story. We can know the language of faith
without allowing God’s Word to shape us. We can sing about forgiveness while refusing to forgive. We can confess

our sins in worship while defending them elsewhere. We can praise service while protecting our comfort. God is not
looking for a polished religious appearance. He desires truth. He would rather hear, “Lord, I have sinned,” than an
impressive collection of excuses. The good news is that a previous “no” does not have to be our final answer. The
Father still calls us. The person who resisted God can turn and enter the vineyard. The Christian whose faith has

become empty habit can be renewed. By grace, our actions can begin to reflect the faith our lips confess.
Where is there a gap between my words and actions?

What have I delayed or avoided?
What faithful action can I take today?

Heavenly Father, forgive me when my words sound faithful but my actions resist you.
 By your Spirit, help me hear your Word and follow where you lead. Amen.



Thursday: The Son Who Said Yes
“He humbled himself by becoming obedient to death — even death on a cross!” Philippians 2:8

We often shift responsibility away from ourselves. We explain, defend and blame. Jesus did the opposite. Although
he was in very nature God, Jesus did not use his power for his own advantage. He entered our wounded world,

became a servant and humbled himself. The only truly innocent Son accepted responsibility for sinners who so often
avoid it. We say, “It was not my fault.” Jesus says, “I will carry it.” We pass blame from person to person. Jesus allows
the sin of the world to fall upon him. At the cross, God does not pretend sin is unimportant. Sin damages people and

separates us from God, the source of life. Yet God does not leave us to bear its full cost. Christ bears it for us. 
The sinless one is condemned, and the guilty are forgiven. Jesus takes our death and gives us his life. This is not

fairness as the world measures it. This is grace. When guilt tells you to hide, look to the cross. 
Christ’s obedience is greater than your disobedience, and his mercy is greater than your sin.
What does Jesus’ humility reveal about God?  Am I carrying guilt Christ has already carried?

How can Christ’s humility shape me today?
Lord Jesus, thank you for carrying the guilt I could never remove and giving me life I could never earn. 

Turn my eyes towards your cross and mercy. Amen.

Friday: God Is at Work in You
“For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his good purpose.” Philippians 2:13

God tells his people to get a new heart and spirit. But how can we perform spiritual surgery on ourselves? We may
improve some habits, but we cannot remove our sinful nature through determination. Elsewhere in Ezekiel, God

promises, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.” What God commands, God himself provides. Paul
says, “God works in you.” That order matters. We do not save ourselves and ask God to bless our progress. Christ

saves us. In Baptism he joins us to his death and resurrection. Through his Word he speaks forgiveness. In Holy
Communion he strengthens us with his body and blood. Through these gifts the Spirit reshapes our desires, words

and actions. Christian growth is not passive, but neither is it self-salvation. 
We respond, struggle, practise, apologise, forgive and begin again because God is already working within us. 

You may not yet be the person you long to become, but you are not abandoned to your own strength. 
The God who calls you to new life is also the God who creates it.

Where am I trying to change by my strength alone?  Where can I see God working in me?
Which spiritual practice might God use to shape me?

Holy Spirit, work within me. Renew my heart and mind. Give me the desire and strength to live with love, humility
and faithfulness, trusting Christ rather than myself. Amen.

Saturday: A Different Tomorrow
“In humility value others above yourselves.” — Philippians 2:3

God’s forgiveness gives us more than relief from guilt. It creates a new way of living. Because Christ has shown us
mercy, we no longer need to protect our pride. We can listen instead of always defending ourselves. We can admit

when we are wrong, seek forgiveness and begin the difficult work of forgiving others. Sometimes repentance is very
ordinary. It is walking back into the room and saying, “I was wrong. I am sorry. Will you forgive me?” Those words

cannot undo what happened, but God can use them to open a space where trust begins to heal. We cannot change
yesterday. Some consequences remain, and some relationships take time to rebuild. Yet through Christ, yesterday

does not have to determine tomorrow. No one is trapped forever by the failures of a previous generation. 
No one must remain imprisoned by the worst thing they have done. 

No one is too old, damaged or distant for God to create something new. 
The Father is still calling. Christ’s mercy is still sufficient. The Holy Spirit is still at work. Turn towards Christ and live.

Do I need to apologise or make amends?  Whose needs might I place before my own?
What new beginning is God placing before me?

Gracious God, thank you for meeting my failure with mercy. Give me humility to admit when I am wrong, courage to
seek reconciliation and love to consider others. Let your forgiveness become visible in my life. Amen.







Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Eileen Lattimer, Ross Krieg, Wendy Riekstins, Ann Diment,
John Smout, Dianne Kleidon, Gwen Horsfield, Robert Keller, Jan Maroske, 
Val Siegle, Sean Giblin, Ann De Berg, Leslie Smith

 www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au            www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

Merciful God,
give us the same attitude as Jesus,

who emptied himself and was obedient to you
all the way to his death on the cross.

Make us eager to put others before ourselves,
and their needs before our own.

We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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