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What reward do you expect 
for following Jesus?

Many people assume that faith should make
life easier—that following Christ will bring

comfort, success, or freedom from
hardship. Yet Jesus offers a very different

promise. He tells His disciples that following
Him may involve carrying a cross, facing

rejection, and serving faithfully in a world
that does not always welcome the Gospel.
And yet, He also promises that none of it is

wasted.
This week we explore Jesus' remarkable

words in Matthew 10:40–42, 
where He speaks of welcoming His disciples,

offering even a cup of cold water to
someone in His name, and receiving a

reward 
that can never be taken away.

Together we will discover that the reward of
faithfulness is not earthly success or an
easy life. Rather, it is Christ Himself—His

forgiveness, His presence, His peace, and
His promise never to leave us. From that gift

flows a life of humble service, where even
the smallest acts of kindness

 become opportunities for God's grace 
to touch another person's life.

"Whoever welcomes you welcomes Me, 
and whoever welcomes Me 

welcomes the One who sent Me." 
 Matthew 10:40

Next Week
Sunday 5th July 

Caboolture @ 9am
Monday 6th July 

Aged Care @ 10am

This Week 
Sunday 28th June

Bribie Island  8am
Caboolture  @ 9am

Monday,  29th June
Aged Care @ 10am
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Upcoming Worship Service Times
@ St Paul’s

Genesis 22:1-14
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

Zechariah 9:9-12
Romans 7:15-25a
Matt  11:6-19, 25-30

The Reward For FaithfulnessThe Reward For FaithfulnessThe Reward For Faithfulness













Eight weekly 2hr sessions by Zoom,
on Wednesdays in July-August 2026,
brought to you by the Frontier School
of Mission!
Find out how we fit into God’s mission
to his world, seeking:
a better understanding of joining the
Spirit in walking with someone on
their journey to faith; and
the beginnings of a concrete
approach to shaping mission in each
person’s context.

 https://lca.box.com/v/FSM-Shaping-Mission-Today-2026
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Monday: Christ Welcomes You
Romans 6:3–5

Before Jesus ever tells us to welcome others, He first welcomes us. That is
the pattern of the Christian life. We often think Christianity begins with what
we do—coming to church, praying, serving, or trying to be better people. But
the Gospel begins somewhere else. It begins with Christ coming to us. In
Baptism, Jesus welcomed you into His family. He called you by name. He
forgave your sins. He united you with His death and resurrection. Your
relationship with God doesn't begin because you reached out to Him. It
begins because He reached out to you. That changes everything. You don't
have to earn His acceptance. You already have it. Every act of service you
offer this week grows out of that wonderful truth: you belong to Christ.

Where do you most need the assurance today that Christ has already
welcomed you?

Lord Jesus, thank You for welcoming me through Your death and
resurrection. Help me live each day knowing I belong to You. Amen.

Tuesday: The Cross Comes Before the Crown
Matthew 10:38–39

We naturally want life to be comfortable. Yet Jesus never promised comfort.
He promised Himself. Following Christ often means carrying crosses we
didn't choose.Illness. Disappointment. Loneliness. Misunderstanding. Grief.
These burdens do not mean God has abandoned us. In fact, the cross is often
where we discover His presence most deeply. Jesus carried His cross before
asking us to carry ours. And He promises never to leave us. The cross is never
the end of the story. Resurrection always follows.

What cross are you carrying today?
How might Jesus be walking with you through it?

Lord Jesus, when the road is difficult, remind me that You are beside me. 
Give me courage to trust You each day. Amen.

Wednesday: Small Things Matter
Matthew 10:42

A cup of cold water. It hardly seems important. Yet Jesus says even this
simple act matters. God's Kingdom often grows through ordinary people
doing ordinary things with extraordinary love. A smile. A visit. A meal. A
phone call. A prayer. Listening without interrupting. None of these may seem
significant. Yet each one can become an expression of Christ's love. We often
underestimate what God can do through simple faithfulness. He doesn't ask
us to save the world. He already has. He simply invites us to love the person
in front of us.

Who might need your "cup of cold water" today?
Holy Spirit, open my eyes to the opportunities You place before me today.

Help me serve faithfully in small ways. Amen.
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Thursday: Christ Comes to Us
Matthew 10:40

"Whoever welcomes you welcomes Me.” These words remind us that Jesus
comes to us through His Word. Every time we hear Scripture read… Every
time we gather for worship… Every time we receive Holy Communion… Christ
Himself comes to His people. Christianity is not simply remembering Jesus.
It is Jesus actively serving His people today. Before we go into the world to
love others, Christ first fills us with His forgiveness, His peace, and His
strength. He is always the Giver before we become the givers.

How can you make space this week to receive Christ through His Word?
Lord Jesus, thank You for continually coming to me through Your Word and

Sacraments. Help me receive Your gifts with a thankful heart. Amen.

Friday: Hospitality as Mission
2 Kings 4:8–10

The Shunammite woman simply opened her home. She probably had no idea
how greatly God would use that simple act of hospitality. Hospitality has
always been one of God's favourite ways of sharing His love. A welcoming
smile. A shared meal. An invitation. A listening ear. These simple acts tell
people they matter. Sometimes people will remember how we treated them
long after they forget what we said. Hospitality creates space for
relationships. Relationships create opportunities for the Gospel.

Who could you intentionally welcome this week?
Perhaps someone at church. A neighbour. Someone sitting alone.
Someone new.

Lord, make my home, my heart, and my life places 
where others experience Your welcome. Amen.

Saturday: Christ Is Our Reward
Philippians 3:7–11

What is the reward of faithfulness? It isn't success. It isn't recognition. It isn't
an easy life. The reward is Christ Himself. He forgives us. Walks beside us.
Feeds us. Strengthens us. Never leaves us. And one day we shall see Him
face to face. That hope changes how we live now. We no longer have to chase
approval from the world. Our treasure is already secure. Nothing—not
suffering, rejection, illness, or even death—can separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus. He is enough. He always has been. He always will be.

What worldly rewards are you tempted to pursue instead of simply
enjoying Christ?
How does knowing Christ is your greatest treasure change your
perspective?

Lord Jesus, thank You for being my greatest reward. Keep my eyes fixed on
You, and help me find my deepest joy in Your presence each day. Amen.







                                                 

Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Paul King; Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Eileen Lattimer, Russell Wuersching; Ross Krieg; 
Wendy Riekstins; Ann Diment; John S,mout; Dianne Kleidon;
Gwen Horsfield, Robert Keller; Jan Maroske, Val Siegle

Please continue to pray for God's comfort and peace for 
all of the Gerhardy family on the loss of Vince's mother. 

 www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au            www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

             
Lord of all power and might,

the author and giver of all good things:
Graft in our hearts the love of your name,

and increase our devotion; 
nourish us with all goodness, and by your mercy

preserve in us what you have nourished;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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