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Bible Readings

Next Week
Sunday, 22nd November

Bribie Island  @ 8am
Caboolture  @ 9am

Monday, 23rd November
To Be Advised

This Week 
Sunday, 15th November

Caboolture @ 9am

Upcoming Worship Service 
Times @ St Paul’s

Ezkl 34:11-16, 20-24
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

25th Sunday After Pentecost

15/11/2026

C A B O O L T U R E  A N D  B R I B I E  I S L A N D

SUNDAY

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Zephniah 1:7,12-18
1 Thesslnns 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

WhAT DO YOU IMAGINE
GoD THINKS OF YOU?

When you think about God looking at you, what
expression do you imagine on his face? Disappointment?
Impatience? Perhaps you wonder whether he notices you

at all.

The answer can shape more of your life than you realise. If
God seems distant or irrelevant, it becomes easy to leave
him out of everyday decisions. If you expect criticism, you

may hide your failures or hesitate to use the gifts he has
given you. Even faith can begin to feel like an effort to

avoid disappointing him.

This week’s readings bring those assumptions into the
light. Zephaniah challenges people who expect God to do
nothing. Jesus tells of a servant whose fear leads him to

bury what he has received. Amid these searching
warnings, Paul points to the foundation of our hope:

Jesus Christ died for us so that we might live with him.

At the cross, we discover God’s heart. He sees our sin
clearly and gives himself to save us. His forgiveness gives

us courage to come out of hiding, face what needs to
change and love the person beside us.

Two questions runs through this week’s sermon and
devotions: What am I assuming about God here? and What

does Jesus show me? These are questions to carry into
moments of worry, failure and opportunity—and into the

way we encourage one another.



Thursday 
24th November

11am

Ladies Fellowship - Caboolture
Christmas Break-up

Each Tuesday
From 1pm

Bible Study
Exploring the previous Sunday’s
readings and sermon in depth.

Wednesday
2nd December

6:30pm

W.I.P.
An evening of craft, games and chatting

for women of all ages

Thursday
3rd December

9:30am

Ladies Fellowship Bribie Island
A regular gathering for women featuring faith,

fellowship, friendship and encouragement.

Tuesday
8  Decemberth

9am

Ladies Fellowship Caboolture
A regular time of encouragement

 and sharing  

Thursday
26  November  th

Bible Study - Bribie Island
FINAL STUDY FOR 2026

24 November 2026













 26th November  @ 1:30pm3  December   @ 9:30amrd
FINAL Study for 2026













Monday: Let God speak first Zephaniah 1:7, 12
It is possible to decide what someone thinks of you before they have said a word. A brief reply feels like
annoyance. A missed invitation feels like rejection. Soon, you are responding to your assumption rather

than the person. Something similar can happen in your relationship with God. Perhaps unanswered
prayer has left you assuming he is uninterested. Perhaps an accusing voice from your past has shaped

your expectation that he is always disappointed. In Zephaniah’s day, people had settled on an
assumption: God would do neither good nor harm. They expected nothing from him, so they saw little
reason to listen. Into that settled certainty comes the call to be silent before the Lord. Silence makes

room to hear something beyond your own conclusions. You can bring your disappointment, questions
and fear into that space. You do not need to tidy them up first. Then listen to Jesus.

See him drawing near to people who are ashamed, overlooked and struggling. 
See him going to the cross for sinners—including you. Your feelings deserve attention. 
But they cannot tell you everything about God. Let Jesus show you the Father’s heart.

What do I instinctively assume God thinks of me?
Where might that assumption have come from?
What does Jesus show me that I need to hear again?

Father, quiet the voices that keep me from hearing you. Help me bring my assumptions into your light.
Through Jesus, teach me to know and trust you. Amen.

Tuesday: When your security feels fragile Zephaniah 1:14–18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–3
An unexpected bill. A medical appointment. A conversation that changes your plans. It can take very

little to disturb the security you have worked hard to build. Saving, planning and caring for your health
are worthwhile responsibilities. Yet gradually, you may begin asking them to do more than they can. A

healthy account balance starts to feel like a guarantee. A settled family becomes proof that everything
will be all right. Zephaniah says that silver and gold cannot deliver people from God’s judgment. Paul

warns that declarations of peace and security cannot control the arrival of the Lord’s day. These words
expose the limits of what you can arrange for yourself. You cannot purchase forgiveness, prevent every

loss or place the future under your command. God does not ask you to pretend those limits are
comfortable. He calls you to trust him within them. Jesus entered the uncertainty and suffering of

human life. Through his death and resurrection, he has dealt with the sin and death that no amount of
planning can overcome. You may still need to make the appointment, prepare the budget or ask for

help. You can do those things knowing that your deepest hope rests in Christ.
What needs to be going well before I feel safe?
Am I asking a good gift to guarantee something it cannot?
What might trusting Jesus look like within one unresolved concern?

Lord Jesus, you know how easily uncertainty unsettles me. Help me act responsibly without expecting
my plans to save me. Hold me in your promises when the future feels fragile. Amen.

Wednesday: What has fear buried? Matthew 25:14–30
“I was afraid.” The third servant’s explanation is painfully recognisable. He believed his master was

harsh, so he buried what had been entrusted to him. Fear can make inaction feel sensible. You could
offer to help, but someone else would probably do it better. You could contact a lonely person, but the
conversation might be awkward. You could speak about faith, but you might not find the right words.

The gift remains buried while you wait to feel completely ready. Jesus’ parable takes that response
seriously. The servant’s fear does not remove his responsibility. What he received was entrusted to him

for a purpose. Yet Jesus does not tell you to rescue yourself by becoming fearless. The one speaking
this warning is also the Saviour who goes to the cross for you. You can bring him both your fear and the
excuses you have built around it. Notice that the faithful servants received different amounts and the

same commendation. You are not required to live someone else’s life or produce someone else’s results.
What has God placed within your reach? A little time? A listening ear? A practical skill? Someone who

trusts you? Faithfulness can begin with a small step while your hands are still trembling.
What am I holding back because I am afraid?
What does my fear suggest I am assuming about God?
What is one faithful step that fits my actual circumstances?

Jesus, forgive me for the times I have used fear to excuse withholding love. Help me trust your mercy
and use what you have given me. Give me courage for the next small step. Amen.



Thursday: Let “for you” reach your heart 1 Thessalonians 5:9–10
You may find it easier to believe that God forgives other people. You know your own history too well. You

remember the promise you broke, the resentment you keep returning to and the words you wish you
could take back. Perhaps you approach God expecting him to say, “Again?” Paul gives you somewhere

else to look. Your hope rests in Jesus Christ, who died for us so that we might live with him. Jesus died for
you. That promise does not minimise your sin. The cross shows its seriousness. But it also shows how far
your Saviour has gone to rescue you. He carried the judgment you could not escape and rose again to

give you life. You can stop making your defence. You can name what you have done without pretending
it was harmless or deciding it is unforgivable. In Baptism, God joined you to Christ. In absolution, his

forgiveness is spoken to you. At his table, Jesus gives his body and blood for you. These gifts give faith
something firmer than today’s feelings. When you wonder what God thinks of you, return to the Saviour

who gave himself for you. His mercy gives you somewhere to stand and courage to begin again.
Is there a failure I keep defending—or treating as beyond forgiveness?
What changes when I truly hear “Jesus died for me”?
Which of God’s promises do I need to return to today?
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving yourself for me. Help me confess honestly and receive your

forgiveness. When shame speaks loudly, bring me back to your promise. Amen.

Friday: Faithful in the life you have 1 Thessalonians 5:4–8; Matthew 25:19–23
It is easy to imagine being more useful to God in a different season. When work settles down. When the
children are older. When your health improves. When you have more energy or confidence. But the life
you have today is already a place where faith can bear fruit. Paul calls believers children of light, then
urges them to live in faith, love and hope. Their identity comes before the instruction. They belong to

Christ, and that belonging shapes how they wait for him. Faith brings your needs to God. Love notices
the person beside you. Hope keeps looking towards Christ when the outcome is uncertain. That might
mean doing an unnoticed task with care. It might mean apologising without knowing how the apology
will be received. It might mean praying from an aged-care room or accepting help you wish you did not

need. The servant entrusted with two talents was not asked to produce five. 
Your circumstances and limits are real. They do not place you beyond the reach of God’s purposes. 
Jesus has given himself for you. You do not need to turn your day into an audition for his approval.

Receive his mercy, notice what lies before you, and take the next faithful step.
Am I comparing my usefulness with someone else’s?
What opportunity to love is present in my life today?
How could hope in Christ change the way I approach an ordinary task?

Faithful God, help me receive the life and opportunities you have given me. 
Keep me from comparison and discouragement. 

Let faith, love and hope shape the way I live today. Amen.

Saturday: Help someone see Jesus clearly 1 Thessalonians 5:9–11
Sometimes another person helps you believe what you already know. You have heard that God cares, but

grief makes him seem distant. You know about forgiveness, but shame makes it hard to receive. You
believe Jesus is faithful, but you are tired. Then someone sits beside you. They listen without rushing.
They pray when you cannot find the words. They remind you of a promise that has become difficult to
hear. Paul follows his assurance of salvation through Jesus with a call to encourage one another and
build each other up. God’s promises are gifts we can share. Encouragement does not require you to

explain why suffering has happened. You do not have to promise that everything will soon improve. You
can acknowledge pain honestly and speak of the Saviour who has entered it. Perhaps the most helpful

beginning is: “Would you like to tell me how things have been?” As you listen, return to the week’s
question: What am I assuming about God here, and what does Jesus show me? The person beside you

matters deeply to him. Your small act of care can help them hear his promise again. The Lord who is
coming is the Saviour who gave himself for you both. Together, you can place your future in his hands.

Who has helped me trust God during a difficult season?
Who might need patient encouragement from me?
What can I truthfully say about God’s care without making promises he has not made?

Father, thank you for the people who have helped me see Jesus clearly. 
Make me attentive to someone who needs encouragement. 

Give me patience to listen, wisdom to speak and love that follows through. Amen.







Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Ross Krieg, Wendy Riekstins, Ann Diment, John Smout,
Dianne Kleidon, Gwen Horsfield, Robert Keller, Jan Maroske, Val Siegle,
 Sean Giblin, Ann De Berg, Leslie Smith

 www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au            www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

Lord God, govern our hearts by your Holy Spirit.

Make us mindful of the end of all things

and the day of your just judgment.

Stir us up to lead holy lives, and let us live with you forever.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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