
Next SundayThis Sunday
Bible Readings

Next Week
Sunday, 25th October

Bribie Island  @ 8am
Caboolture  @ 10am

Monday, 26th October
Aged Care @10am

This Week 
Sunday, 18th October

Caboolture @ 10am
Monday, 19  Octoberth

Aged Care  @ 10am

Upcoming Worship Service 
Times @ St Paul’s

1 Thessalans 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

21st Sunday After Pentecost

18/10/2026

C A B O O L T U R E  A N D  B R I B I E  I S L A N D

SUNDAY

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Deuternmy 34:1-12
Thessalns 2:1-8

Matthew 22:34-46

Whose kindness have you never forgotten?

Perhaps someone made you feel welcome when you
were new, prayed with you through a difficult season,
or helped you discover that Jesus’ love was for you.

They may never have realised how much that moment
mattered. Yet their care became part of your story.

As we celebrate 100 years of St Paul’s congregation, we
remember the many people through whom God has shared his

love. Our story includes joyful beginnings, unexpected challenges
and countless quiet acts of faithfulness. Through it all, God has

continued to gather, forgive and
sustain his people.

In this week’s readings, Jesus asks a surprising question about an
ordinary coin, while Paul gives thanks for a community whose

faith, love and hope are making a difference. Together, their
words invite us to consider something deeply personal: What
does it mean to belong to God, and how does that belonging

shape the way we live?

This Sunday, and through the daily devotions that follow, there is
space to remember with gratitude, to reflect on God’s care in

your own life, and find encouragement for the days ahead. We’ll
explore the welcome we have received, the love we can share,

and the hope Jesus gives when the future feels uncertain.

Whatever chapter you are living through, Christ’s forgiveness and
love are for you.

The God who has held our story holds us still.



Thursday 
22nd October

1:30pm

Bribie Island Bible Study
Led by Pastor Michael Braunberger.

Study is on the book of John 

Each Tuesday
From 1pm

Bible Study
Exploring the previous Sunday’s
readings and sermon in depth.

Wednesday
4  Novemberth

6:30pm

W.I.P.
An evening of craft, games and chatting

for women of all ages

Thursday
5th November

9:30am

Ladies Fellowship Bribie Island
A regular gathering for women featuring faith,

fellowship, friendship and encouragement.

Sunday
18  October

10am

th

100  Anniversary Serviceth

Communion Service with 
Thanksgiving to God for His Church

and guest speakers.  

Sunday
25  Octoberth

10am

100  Anniversary
Family Celebration 

th

Longest Lutheran Lunch with singing,
games, activities and more. 

Tuesday
10th November

Womens Fellowship Caboolture
A regular time of encouragement

 and sharing  





 5th November   @ 9:30am  26th November  @ 1:30pm









Monday: The Faces in Our Story.  1 Thessalonians 1:1–3
When you think about your church community, whose face comes to mind? Perhaps someone made
room for you in the pew, remembered your name, or prayed with you when words were hard to find.

Perhaps someone helped you discover that Jesus’ love was for you, too. 
Paul begins his letter by thanking God for people. He remembers their faith, love and hope,

recognising these as gifts God has grown among them. We can do the same. Behind the buildings,
programs and milestones of St Paul’s are people through whom God has cared for others. 

Some are still beside us. Others are now with the Lord. Their kindness may continue to shape us long
after they realised. They were ordinary people, with weaknesses and worries like ours. Yet God
worked through them. Today, take a quiet moment to remember someone through whom you

experienced Christ’s love. Thank God for them. If you can, tell them what their care has meant to you.
The God who placed them in your story is still at work in your life.

Who has helped you feel welcome or grow in faith?
What did their words or actions reveal about Jesus?

Who might need that same kindness from you today?
Loving Father, thank you for the people through whom you have cared for me. Bless those who

have encouraged my faith, and help me share your welcome with others. Amen.

Tuesday: When the Familiar Falls Away.  1 Thessalonians 1:4–6
Some changes arrive without asking permission. A diagnosis, a death, a move or the loss of something

precious can leave us wondering, “What happens now?” In 1940, St Paul’s congregation faced the
ashes of its deliberately burnt church. The pews, pulpit and organ were gone. 

Yet worship continued in homes and another church building. Christ kept gathering his people. 
Paul reminds the Thessalonians that they received God’s word amid suffering, with joy given by the

Holy Spirit. Their troubles were real. So was God’s presence. Christian joy does not require us to
pretend everything is fine. We can grieve, feel unsettled and ask difficult questions. 

Our comfort rests in Jesus, who entered our suffering, carried our sins and rose from death. 
When familiar things fall away, his promises remain. Your baptism still declares that you belong to

him. His forgiveness is still for you. His Spirit can sustain you through the care of others, 
sometimes one small kindness at a time. You may not know what happens next. 

You can bring that uncertainty to the Lord who loves you.
What change or loss has left you feeling uncertain?
How has God sustained you through other people?

Which promise of Jesus could you hold close today?
Lord Jesus, meet me in the places where life feels unsettled. Give me room to grieve, people who

care, and faith to rest in your promises. Hold me through whatever comes next. Amen.

Wednesday: Love Takes Practical Shape. 1 Thessalonians 1:1–3
Love often looks surprisingly ordinary. It might look like washing dishes after morning tea, visiting
someone who is lonely, listening without checking the time, or preparing a meal for a tired family.
Paul thanks God for the Thessalonians’ labour of love. Their faith was taking practical shape in the

way they cared for others. Our congregation’s story contains many such expressions of love. 
Ron Behrens helped keep the vision for aged care alive through setbacks. In 1994, he became its first

resident. There is something tender about someone who helped nurture a place of care being
welcomed into it himself. God’s love makes room for us both to give and to receive. 

Jesus has already given himself for us. We do not need to earn his love through impressive service.
Forgiven and welcomed by him, we are free to notice our neighbours and respond to their needs.

Sometimes that means helping. Sometimes it means allowing someone to help us. 
You may feel that your contribution is small. Yet a phone call, a prayer or a patient conversation 

can become a precious expression of Christ’s care.
When has a simple act of kindness made a difference to you?

What opportunity to care is already close at hand?
How comfortable are you with receiving help?

Gracious Jesus, thank you for loving and serving me first. Open my eyes to the needs around me.
Help me give with kindness and receive with gratitude. Amen.



Thursday: You Belong to God.  Matthew 22:15–22
“Whose image is this?” Jesus asks, holding up a coin. The answer is Caesar’s. 

Jesus tells his hearers to give Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and God what belongs to God. 
His words invite us to consider our own lives. A coin bears an emperor’s image. 

We bear the image of God. 
Our whole lives matter to him: our work, relationships, resources, rest and worship. 
That might sound overwhelming. How could we ever give God all that we owe him? 

Begin with what God has given you. Jesus gave himself for you on the cross. He carried your sin and
rose to give you life. In baptism, he made you his own. You belong to him because of his grace. 

From that secure belonging, you can ask, “Lord, how may I use what you have placed in my hands?” 
The answer may involve fulfilling an everyday responsibility, treating someone fairly, sharing
generously or giving your attention to a person who needs you. Your life is precious to God. 

Today, you can live as someone held in his love.
What does belonging to God mean for how you see yourself?

Which part of your everyday life needs his guidance?
How might gratitude shape the way you use your time or resources?

Heavenly Father, thank you that I belong to you through Jesus. Guide my choices and help me use
your gifts with love. Let my everyday life reflect your goodness. Amen.

Friday: A Welcome That Echoes.  1 Thessalonians 1:7–9
Have you ever discovered that something you said or did mattered more than you realised? 

Perhaps someone remembered your encouragement years later. Perhaps a simple invitation helped
them feel that church could be a place for them. Paul tells the Thessalonians that the Lord’s message

has sounded out from their community. Others have heard about their faith and the welcome they
gave. The gospel travels through spoken words and lives shaped by those words. 

We tell people what Jesus has done, and our kindness can help them feel safe enough to listen. 
As we celebrate St Paul’s story, we can wonder: who might one day thank God because someone here
welcomed them? We cannot plan every outcome. We can trust the Holy Spirit to work through God’s

word, while we offer a warm greeting, an honest conversation or an invitation to join us. 
You do not need a polished answer to every question. You can speak simply about the Saviour who
forgives you and holds you. Someone’s next chapter may begin with your willingness to make room.

What helped you feel comfortable when you first joined a church community?
Who around you might appreciate an invitation or conversation?

How would you describe what Jesus means to you in a few simple words?
Lord Jesus, let your good news sound out through our community. Give us courage to speak of you
and kindness to welcome others. Bless the people whose stories are becoming part of ours. Amen.

Saturday: The God Who Holds Tomorrow.  1 Thessalonians 1:9–10
Looking ahead can stir both excitement and worry. We wonder what our congregation will look like in
years to come. We hope our children and grandchildren will know Jesus. We may also carry quieter
questions about our health, family or future. The Thessalonians lived by serving the living God and
waiting for his Son. Their hope rested in Jesus, whom God raised from the dead and who rescues us
from the coming judgment. This is the firm ground beneath Christian hope: the crucified and risen

Saviour has already acted for us. Our future rests in his mercy. The people who established St Paul’s
in 1926 could not see every chapter ahead. Neither can we. Yet the Lord who sustained them is with
us today. We can receive his gifts now: forgiveness through his word, his body and blood at his table,

and encouragement through one another. We can serve the neighbour in front of us and entrust
tomorrow to him. You do not need to solve the whole future today. Bring your hopes and fears to

Jesus. His love has carried our story this far, and his promises will hold us to the end.
What hope or concern about the future is on your heart?

How does Jesus’ resurrection strengthen your confidence?
What can you entrust to him today?

Faithful Lord, thank you for holding our story. Receive my hopes and fears, sustain our
congregation, and guide those who come after us. Keep us trusting in Jesus, today and always.

Amen.







Please pray for... 
Health & Wellbeing, Recovery: Sue Ancell, Glenys Creevey, Clare Dopking, 
Marie Nicholson, Cynthia Schulz, Peter Thamm, Leanne Maroske, 
Geoff Stapleton, Ross Krieg, Wendy Riekstins, Ann Diment, John Smout,
Dianne Kleidon, Gwen Horsfield, Robert Keller, Jan Maroske, Val Siegle,
 Sean Giblin, Ann De Berg, Leslie Smith

 www.stpaulscaboolture.org.au            www.facebook.com/SPLCCaboolture

St Paul’s Lutheran Church

65 Smiths Rd, Caboolture 4510

Email: stpaulscab@gmail.com

Ph: 5330 3353

Pastor James Leach

Mob: 0473 461 506

Email: james.leach@lca.org.au

                          www.youtube.com/@StPaulsCaboolture

Merciful Lord,

 grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that they may be cleansed from all their sins

and serve you with a quiet mind;

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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